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HOLY DISCIPLE, &. 


HE Perſon we are going. fo 
ſpeak of, is named Jo/eph, who 
was a juſt, holy, pious, and de- 
vout Man, born at Arimathes 


otherwiſe called Ramath, and afterwards 
Ramnia It was a City formerly allotted ' 


for the Levites, and ſituated near orhim. 
1 Mount Ephraim, near the Confines of 
the Tribes of Benjamin and Dan: And 


s 


father, it is noted for being the Birth- 


lies of Samuel the Prophet, who there 
102d and died, ar was buried; but 
ater a long Time his Bones were trant- 
lated out of Jugea, and found an Inter- 

| A 2 ment 
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we: MORA Le 


now. called Thrace, 


ment in that Part of Greece, which i iz 


Here 7 Foſeph was 3 and "EN the 
Place of, his Buch was called Joſeph of 
Arimathea. He was the Sen of one 
Maithias, who was conſiderable for his 
Extraction, but more for his Juſtice and 


Authority in- Jeruſalem which (before 


its De ſtruction by Titus Veſpacian) was 
the Metropolis of that Country. He 
was brought up, during his tender 


| Years, with one Jenarhan, who was 


his Brother by the ſame Father and Mo- 


ther, with whom he-happily profited in 
| all, Kinds of Sciences, having a: good 


Memory and quick Apprehenſion; ſo 


That being yet a Child of fifteen Vears of 
Age, he was praiſed by all Men, in te- 


rd of the good Affection he "had to 
earning; and the Prieſt and nobleſt 


Citizens vouchſafed to ask his Opiniot 


of Things that concerned their Laws 


and Ordinanccs. 


| He was born about eight Years befor 


the Nativity of our a anc 


Bare 
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Age of ſeventeen Years,. his Deſite being 


to ſearch and get an inſight into the 


Jewiſh Nation which was there, he be- 


gia firſt with the Phari/ees, which is 


the Chief; Secondly with the Saddu» 
cs; and, Thirdly, with the Efeans ; 
to the End he might chuſe the beſt 
oi the three. When he underſtood them 
all, he declined the two latter, and ad- 
hered to the former, addicting himiſelf 
' loch great Auſtetities and Labours, 


that hearing of one Malachi, a holy + 


Man, who lived in a Dejart, cloathed 
"ntclif with nothing but what the 


Trees brought forth, fed on no other. 


Kind of Meat but what they freely 
yeilded, and waſhed himſclf oftentimes 


by Day and Night in cold Water to 


veep himſelf chaſte, he went and lived 


with him, and imitated bis Courſe of 


Liſe for the Space of four Years, at 
which Time he return-d: to Jeruſalem 
gon, at the Age of about one and 
twenty Years. | * 
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' to embrace what he taught then. A- 
mongit the Reſt of his Followers, this 


(6). 


But now altho' Joſoph of Arimathrg 
had entirely devoted himſelf to the Set 
of the Phariſees, yet was he not addided 
to the Vices which too evidently ap» 
” peared in their Manners, eſpecially in 


/ 


Hypocriſy; for he was really juſt i 


his Dealings, - pious without Offtentation, 
and very charitable in private; inf0- 
much, | that he gained the Praiſe of 
the Kich,” and Benediction of the Poor, 
wherever he went, and gloried more to 


- be a good Man, than a great Senator; 


to which Dignity his incomparable Me-: 
rits has juſtly preferred him. I 


Howe ver, when Je/as Chriſt began to 

- take upon him the great Work of the 
Miniſtry, of the Goſpel, and by hit 
holy Life, pure Doctrine, and ſupetna- 

tural Miracles had procured many Jews 


Jeſesb of Arimathea became a gieat Ad- 
mirer of our Saviour's Preachintz; inſo- 


much that, declining the Levitical Lass 
- as then taught in the J7euiſb Church, be 
hu % | became 


1 1 
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-ca112 2 ſincere Convert, and followed 


Oni in aſl the Journies which he took 


throughout the Land of Judea and Ga- 
ilce, for the Promulgation of his holy 
Goſpel F > 


But when Jeſus was betiayed.by Ju- 
dag, who ſold the precious Blood oi bis 
Lord and Maſter for the Value of this ty 
Pence, and after the Condemnation was 
ph upon him by Pontioas Pilate, the 
man Preſident of Syria,” and he Was 
c:1cihed on the Crols for the Sirs of the 


World; as ſoon as he was dead, this 7% 
erh of Arimathea, who was à rich Man, 
_ wer: (as the Evangelift St Matthew tells 


, Chap. xxvii. Ver. 58, 39, 60.) te Pi- 
e aud begged the Boay of ſeſus; Then 
Pilate commande4the Body to be deltuereds 
And when Joſeph haa takeu the Boay, 
ht: wrapped it in a clean Linen Clah, 
aid laid it in bis own new Tomb, winch 
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% had hewn out of the Roct; and be | 


rolled a great Stone to the Door f t 


A 4 Now 
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Now as for the Manner of this ge- 
pulcre wherein our Saviour was laid, 
take the Neſcription thercof as given uy tet 
by Adrichumius, in his Relations of the In 
Holy Land, which eis es follows; The the 
glorious Sepulchre of aur Lord, (ſaid be) B 3 
was a, new Mouument, eight. Foot in , 
Lengeb, which was ſituatca and hundred . 
and eight Foot from Fount Cavelry, and | << 
ent one thouſand Faces from Mau cio 
Dion. | | | 


Here it was that Joſeph of Arimathes, Di 
a noble Senator: cut out of a Rock that 
was in his Garden, a Place of Inter- 
ment, in which he, together with Nice- © wo 
demus, the bleſſed Mary, and other Wo- I riſi 
men, took jrom the Croſs, and buried, and 
by the Conſent of Pilate, the Body of Rel 
Jeſus, which they had wrapped up in I fc 
ne Linen, perſumed with Myrrh and be 
Aloes. - His Head was placed towards pen. 

the Weſt, from whence jt has been a Cu- Lit 
tom ever ſince amongſt Chriſtians, to Il tlic! 
bury Dead in all Church- yards with Ch: 


their Faces looking towards the Ealt; WW ':”, 
and thoſe that uttended- his ſacred * ſeek, 
ner, 
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neal, having rolled a 


Y | 6's J 5 
he Door of the Monument, they then 
etumcch to their ſeveral Habitations. 
In the mean Time the Chiet Prieſts, 
the *cribes, and the Phariſges, endea- 


vauring, to hinder the Reſurrection of 


as Chriſt, they immediately ſer 2 
ſhong Guard of Soldiers to Watch the 
depuchte, the Mouth Whercof they had - 
cloſely ſhur, and ſet their Heul on the 
Door, whereby they might not be de- 
crived through any Fraud, either of his 
Di1ciples, or their own Keepers. 


But this Diligence of the Jett, who 
would have obſtructed the Wonder of his 
riing did rather increaſe the Miracle, 
and confirm the Truth of our $aviour's 
Reſurretion ; for on the third Day af« 
ter his Crucifixion, receiving Life again, 
he came out of the Tomb, and ap- 
peired to Mary Magd ilen, firſt ia the 
Likeneſs of a Gardener, according to 
theſe Words of the Evangeliſt! SÞ John, 


Chap xx. Verſe 15 eu Faith unte 7 
her, [F oman, why WED, t tha? lum | «| 


ſeekrſt thou? Sho ſuppojing it to 6 
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great Stohe to þ 
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. the Gardener ſaid unto him, Fr, if thou 


haſt born him hence, tell me where thay 
lata him, aud 1 will take bim away. 
After the Death of our Saviour, %- 
ſeph ot Arimathea led à ſolitary Life for 
abou. fix Months, in Comme moration cf 
our Saviour's Crucifixion, for his Salve» 
on, as well as the whole Race of Mar- 
kind; but this Time of Peniteney be- 


ing compleated, he came again among 


the Apoſtles, and by St Teter he was 
adopted one of the Seventy-two Diſci- 
ples. So to make good that great Charge 


Which he had took upon him. underftand- 


ing that Felix, who then governed Je- 
ruſalem, certain noble Chriſtians, Men of 


moch Honour and more Virtue, were 


for proſeſſing the Chriftian Faith, tent 
to Nome, by his Commandment, to an- 
1wcr what was objected againſt them, in 
C.#/ar's Preſence, he being dæſitous to do 
them Service; and having ſpecified Intel- 
legence that the Tanents wherewith 
they were martyr'd, leſſencd not thei 
Piety, but thut they lived contented on 
Figs and Nuts, le for this Cauſe departes 

immc- 


| AJ 11 * | n 
;nmediately for Rome, and was encoun- 
tered with many and grievous Hazards 
at Sea; for the Ship wherein hes tated 
vas wreck d in the Adriatick Sea, and a- 
bout fix Hundred of them were 15 
ſwem all Night long, and at Pay- break, 
hv God's Providence, a Cyrentan Ship 
came in Sight, and bath he and certain 
others, to the Number of Fourlcore, out- 
„ immed the Reſt, were taken up in it, 
and ow. rom: perihing. 


After he bad in this Sort eſcaped, he 
went to Dicearchia, with the ſtalians 
ca) at this Day Putcoli, and grew ac» 
quainted with Haliturus, a Jeu born, 
who was a Comedian, and in good Re- 
puts tion With Tiberius, by whoſe Means 
very ſoon inſiauating himſelf into the 
Empreſs Poppeia's Knowledge, he deter- 
mined to beſeech her to procure the 
Liberty, wich all Expedition. of thoſe 
Chriſtians that were in Bondsge there, 
wich ſhe accordingly cid; and being 
eratified like wile by her with many rich 
(rifts, he returned again into his on na- 
tive Country. 

Being 


rced to. 


T0); 


Being now returned Home, and giving 
a full and good Account to the twelve 
Apoſtles, of what Services he had done 
for the Vindication of the Chriſtian Li- 
berty at Rome, which he had obtained, 
he was appointed and ordained to go and 


preach the Goſpel in England; and ac- 


cordingly, as the Mf ſſion had command- 
ed him, he took Shipping at Joppa, a 
Sea-port Town in Jeruſalem, and failed 


with a great Deal of Difficulty, - and in 


many dangerous Storms through the Me- 
diteraueam da, he at length landed at 
Barrow-bay in Somerſetſhire, and thea 
procecding, forwards on his Journey eleven 


Miles that Day, which was to Glaften- 


bury in the ſame Country ; where fixing 
his Pilgrim's Staff in the Ground, it was 
po toner ſet in the Earth, but, juſt like 
Hurtu's Ro. it bloſiom'd Flowers, whence 
there being a Conteft between him and 
other learned Jervs for the Priſthood, it 


was pretently turned into a bloſſoming 
Thom; which tupernatutal Miracle made 
the numerous *pealators, who came to ſee 


this Stranger, be exliavrdinary attentive 
to 
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to hear him preack the Goſpel; which 
was concerning Chriſt N for the 


Redemption of Mankind. 


Here, at Glaſtenbury in Somerſethbire, 


he arrived about three Years after the 
Death of our bleſſed Redeemer, being then 
in the forty-lourth Year of his Age, do- 
ing then tuch great and wonderful Mira 


cles, that he preſently brought tothe Con- 


verſion of Jeſus Chrijt above one Thou- 
land Souls. Beſides, as Euſebius, Soz0- 


nen, and Ruffinus, three moſt faithful 


Fecleſiaſtic Writers relate, that he bapti- 


cd at the City of Melis, which is within 


four Miles of Glaſtenbury, eighteen Thou- 
tand Perſons in one Day. So devout, zca- 


aus, and. holy was the Life of Joſeph of 
Arimathca, * tho' he found the Iaba- 


b;tants of this Iſland very barbarous and 
.uperſtitious, yet by wholeſome. Admoni- 


tions, amd. learnedly as well as ftrenuouſly 
exorting them to change their erroneous 


3 repretenting before their Eyes 
: Heinouſveſs of their damtable Folly 

— Bliadneſs, he piouſly perſuaged them 
dot ta hazard the Salvation of their pre- 
| cious 


(14 ) + 
cious Souls, and their whole Pofterity, by 
embracing downright Idolat-y. in wor- 
ſhipping the Suan, Moon, and Stars 23 
well as living Creatures, both on Earth 
and i in the Sea. 


Thus Joſeph of 1 by his 
godly Life a:d gobd Behaviour, having 
obtained the Goodwill of one Ethelbertys, 
a King then rcigoing in the Weftern Pats 
df England, and many of his" Nobles, 
whom he converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith, he founded a moſt famous Abbey 
at Glaſtembury, which. was the firt 


Chriſtian Church in this Part of the 


World; and by the large Endowments 
ſettled upon it aſterwards, by other Chi- 
ſtian Princes, it became one of the richeſt 


Monaiteries 1 in Cbriſtcnldn. 


In this ancicnt Town of Glaſlenbury, 
the holy Joſeph of Arimathea corlgnind 
till the 1 of his Death, which was 
forty-two Years, fo that he was eighty- 
fix Years of Age, when he died: And ſo 
venerable was his Perſon then held, that 


fix Kings of thote Weſtern Parts h6poured 
| his 
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(ns * yt 
vis Corpſe, by carrying them on their 
royal Shoulders to the Grave, which 


2 


vas made in the Chancel of Glaflenbury 

Abbey, and had a moſt ſtatley Tomb 

" Il creed over him, with the ee 
N thereon : 

. Here thn intere'd, the Body af that _ 


85 y Diciple, ſo much roted and recoraed 5 
e ipture, by the Name of JOSEPH 


. ar Eyangeliits, St Matthew, St Mark, 
i: Luke, aud St John or his generous 
0 11 on in going to Pilate, and begging the 
be % of eur bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
ts Jelus Chriſt, when crucified, ts redeem” 
i.  * Mankind from eternal Deſtruction, 
a % buryins it in Tomb of his vwn making. © 
Ve died Anno Dom. 78, aged $6 Years. 


Alſo the Church-yard of Glaſtenbury, 
ſormerly called Avalonia, is noted for be- 
ing the Burial- piace of King Authur ; 
whoſe Sepulchre was ſearched for by King 
Henry the Second, which was found under 
Stone, with an Inſcription upon it, fat- 
fenced almoſt nine Foot in the Ground: 


Ang 


' ARTMATHEA, and noted by the 
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And alſo, in Veneration for Joſeph of 
Alrimalſiea, a great Lady living at Gla/- 
teubury, a little after the Death of this 
holy Man, obtained of her Hnsband 0 
much Paſture Ground in a Common by 
the Town Side, for the Good and Be- 
_ nefit of the Inhabitants, as ſhe was able 

in a whole Day to walk about Bare- 


\ 


| footed. 


But what is mgre remarkable, is the 
IWhite Thorns, otherwiſe called The, Hi 
Thorn, which to chis very Time; is 
noted throughout all Europe, for bud- 
ding yealy an - Chriſimas-aay in the 
Morning, bloſſoming at Noon, and ta- 
ding at Night: And the Reaſon is as a- 
boveſaid, for that it was the Staſt of 


Joſeph of Arimathea, which he uſed in 


travelling; and there where this bite il 
Thos gro xs, fixing it in, the Karth, it 
grew to what it now is: And tho' the 
Times of ſuperſtitious Topery, in, theſe 
Kingdoms, be aboliſhed, yet Thoutands 
of People, of different Opinions, go once 
a Year to ſee it, as being a moſt miracu- 
lous Curioſity; which alſo brings Fe 

| reignci 
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eigners beyond Ses to behold ir at its 
zual Lime of hewing' a. Wonder that is 
ccally ſupernatural, as being a Matter conu-—- 
trary to the Courſe of. Nature, and may 
mike ug cry out With the Pfal wist, 
Lord! my Goa, bor marvellous ars thy. 
14 f 25 4 A - 1) 
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MEDITATIONS 
ON THE 
"BIRTH, LIFE, DEATH, 
AND Fa 
RESURRECT'ION, 


or OUR, 0 F 


Bluſe Lozp and- SAY IOUR, 
JESUS. CHRIST, 


leur crx thy erben, 


Kae en the Birth of « Chriſt. 


row bride is the Love of God to 
r loſt, and undone Sinners, in 
nding out a Ranſom for thep* 


—_— 


Man was created aba righteous, and 


had 


— 3 


had a reiglitecus Law given bim to ob- 
eve, and was furniſhed with ſufficient 
Strength to obe y the Commands, and live 
ap to the Righteouſneis thereof; but giv- 
ing Ear to the ſly Inſinuations of the De- 
dvi, he wilſully broke this Law, which 
was in his Power to baye kept, and 
thereby he became a Rebel againſt God, 
ind Lable to etern Death. And what 
ſhall now help him out of this Condution ? 
Why, herein the Kindnels and Love of 
(ci appeared, in that in bis Love and 
Firy he found out a Ranſon for him. 
But who was be, and from whence came 
this Ranſom? Why, in the Fulneſs f 
Time, Sed ſent his 8on: This was that 
mighty One on whom God was pleaſed -_ 
to lay Help for us; it was no other than 
God's eternal and only begotten Son. But 
o can this Son of God become a Kar- 
lom for finful Men? Why, by the ſetret 
but powerful) Emanations, of the holy 
Spirit, he was conceived in the Womb of 
| to | fhe bleſſed Virgin Mary, and ſo wes 
in ace of a Woman. And O how inef- 
'Y {able is this Myſtcry, thai the great: God 
{ould thus aſſume the Nature of Man 
had 5 | - and 
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and by mcomprehenſible Conde ſcentionl 
take into a cloſe and everlafting Uaic 
with his own Divinity! This is a Myt 
tery to be admir'd, ador'd, and received & 
our Faith; but not to be meaſured b 
the Line of humain Reaſon! And if we 
do not conſider how great a Gift this Sc 
'of God was to us, it cannot but be 
mighty Support of our Faith, and cnab! 
all Belieyers to draw the ſame Inference 
from it that the holy' Apoſtle dot 
He that ſpareth not his only Son, bot 
ball he not with - him freely give « 
all Things? This blefled Son of God 
this Sced of the Woman promiſed tc 
Adam in Paradiſe, of whom it was pre 
phecy'd, that he ſhould brui/# the Ser 
pent's Head, was accordingly born inte 
the World in the Fulnefs of Time de 
ſigned by the Father, which was nes 
the four thouſandth Year thereof, an. 
in the Forty-ſecond of Auguſfus Ceſar, tht 
Roman Emperor, the Sceptre being the 
departed from Judab, according to the 
Prophecy of good old Jocob, Gen. lit 
10. and he was born at Bet helebem (vie 
Ggnifics a Hoſe of Bread) and well migbt 


Wi be called fo, ſince there the Bread of 
Liſe came down, from Heaven, even that 
Bread which gives Liſe to the World, _ | 
ind which nouriſhes all thoſe that by 4 
wh Faith do feed thereon, unto eternal _ _ | 


| 
| 
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MNleditetiobs on the Life of Chri- 


UT what was the Errand this blef= 
ſed Son of God eame into the World 0 | 
upon! In Heaven he thought it not a- 
mils to Fe equal with God, which would 
have been the higheſt Blaſphemy for even 
Archangels to have thought, but not in 
the leaſt criminal in him, who was the 
Man his Fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. w ho was 
not only the Son of Man, as he took the 
Feſh of the Virgin Mary, but is alto 
the mir hty God, the everlaſhng Father 
and the Prince of Peace, Tai. ix 6. Did 
he not therefore come into the World ar- 
ray d ia all the Glory of an earthly Mo- 
narch, repreſſing the Roman. Tyranny, 
r:ftoring the, Kingdonf of Iſrael, ind rul- 
ing in Judah, even to the Ends of the 
Earth? 


1 


Ec arth? Ah, no, os came for other Ends 
and, for another Purpoſe :' His Kingdom 
Was net of this World; but when he 
came firſt into the World. tho“ he was 
Lord of all, he made himſelf of no Re- 
putat ion, and took on himſelf the Form 
of a Servant, and became obe dient, even 
unto Death: He came to keep that Law 
that we had broken, asd to work out 3 
- RightcouſneC: ol thetn that hed none cf 
their own: He came to teach us, both. by 
his Precepts ard. Example, how to live 


holily here, that we may, live, happily * 


hereafter: He made himſelf poor, that 
we, through his Poverty, might be made 
rich; The Foxes haa Holes. andthe Birds 
of the Hr bad Neſls, but he bad not 
where to lay bis Head. is whole Life 


was one continued AR, of deing Good, 


and wrought ſuch Miracles as were never 
wrought bgfore : He: made the Deaf to 
hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, the Blind to 
ſee, the Lame to Ss yea he raiſed 
the Dead. caft out Devils, rebuked the 
Waves, and they. obeyed him: He re- 
yealed the Mind of God to poor Sinnets, 


and open'd the Treaſures cf Grace, and 
Mer* 


= oth 
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Mereyz for tho- the Law'y Was git Ver by 


Moſes, vu Grace and Tenth came by Je- 
u Chriſt: He reproved the Scriles and 
Pharijces for their Hy poctiſy, and ſors- 
to d the Deſtruction of the Temple,” his 
own Death, Reſurection, and Aſcenſion,” | 
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Meditations on Chriſt's Death and Re- 
fur rectiun. 75 


E 3 already oonfidared! 0 our 

Lord's Birth, and find it was 
very whnderful, we have taken 4 View 
of his Life, and find that, without any 


11yperbole, it was the moſt abſolute Pat- 


tei and Abſtract of ſupreme PerfeQAion/; 
his very Enemies were forced to agknow- .' 
ledge, that he had done all Things well: 
Ani who then, could harm him, white - 
he was ſuch.a Pattern of all that was 
good? This Lamb of God himſcif once put 
the. Queſtion. to them, Many good Works 
have I core; for which of thaſt Works 
40 you lone me? when they were about 
to do ſo. Solomon tells us, Wrath it 
they: and Anger ts er agious; but who 
can 


ty 77 can ſtand. before ' Ewny? Tub ware 
Vilaue who Was Judge, knew chat fi 


ff puta fairor Glaſs on't. tlic. aceuſe hi 
of | being /z Enemy to-Gefar, und Pr 


_  Cefar's Enemy) condemus him: Thi 


| executed as 4 Malefatdr; but tho 


pet the Bands of Death could-\pot Wald 
Dead, and wes declared the 8s ef God 


Firſt.there was «great Eart hqualkey heh 
the Stone was rolled from the Sepulehre 


a OO 


Cauſe of then putting him to Donath; 
Envy they had dili vered m; bot 
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